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Davis,  Mrs.  Jefferson 

LINCOLN  AND  DAVIS. 
The  memoirs  of  her  distinguished  husband 
edited  by  Mrs.  Jefferson  Davis  ought  to  be 
read  by  every  young  American,  and  read  in 
connection  with  the  best  obtainable  biogra- 
phy of  Abraham  Lincoln— that  of  his  friend 
and  law  partner,  Herndon,  if  possible. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  generation  of  Amer- 
icans to  lay  aside  prejudgments  of  these  two 
men  and  examine  them  carefully,  conscien- 
tiously  and  as  Impartially  as  if  the  comparison 
were  between  Caesar  and  Pompey. 

Under  such  a  critical  comparison  it  is  sur- 
prising how  little  difference  of  fundamental 
political  principle  will  be  found  between 
them.  Both  belonged  to  the  same  political 
school— that  which  magnifies  the  Government 
and  minimizes  the  individual.  Neither  en- 
tertained the  idea  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
freeman.  One  held  for  the  absolute  sover* 
eignty  of  a  federated  State;  the  other 
for  the  absolute  sovereignty  of  the 
single  State.  Each  alike  considered  men 
as  the  tools  of  statecraft,  to  be  used 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Government  for  the 
purposes  of  maintaining  and  extending  the 
power  of  government.  The  question  at 
Issue  between  them  as  statesmen  was 
whether  the  Federal  Government  or  the  single 
State  government  should  be  the  absolute  sov- 
ereign of  the  individual  citizen.  And  to 
both  the  individuals,  the  men  who  are  the 
all-important  units  of  the  mass  were  mere 
counters  in  the  game  of  statecraft. 

Neither  of  these  men  was  ever  governed 
by  the  essential  idea  of  American  Democracy 
—that  of  Individual  sovereignty;  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  citizen  to  do  everything  but  d* 
prive  another  citizen  of  his  rights  through 
violence  or  fraud.  Mr.  Lincoln  entertained 
this  idea,  but  was  never  governed  by  it.  Mr. 
Davis  refused  or  failed  to  entertain  it.  Mr. 
Lincoln  stood  for  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Union  State  at  any  price ;  Mr.  Davis  for  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Unit  state,  no  matter  what 
the  sacrifice .  In  the  North  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las, in  the  South  Alexander  ft.  Stephens 
approximated  more  nearly  to  American 
Democracy  than  either  Mr.  Lincoln  or  Mr. 
Davis.     ^  .  . /jr. /£  Cj 

The  extent  to  which  the  governing'idaas  of 
these  two  great  advocates  of  unchecked  gov- 
ernmental sovereignty  neutralized  each 
other  as  a  result  of  the  Civil  War  is  most 
striking.  The  idea  of  State  absolutism  failed 
with  Mr.»  Davis.  The  idea  of  Federal  abso- 
lutism did  net  prevail  with  Mr.  Lincoln. 
Great  as  the  two  men  were,  they  were  not 
great  enough  to  change  the  issue  of  modern 
civilization,  in  which  the  question  is  between 
Individual  sovereignty  and  governmental  ab- 
solutism. Never  at  any  time  was  there  such 
an  issue  between  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr. 
Davis.  As  between  the  freedom  of  the 
individual  and  the  absolute  sovereignty  of 
government,  both  were  on  the  side  of  the  ab- 
solute sovereignty  of  government.  Could  we 
Imagine  the  two  men  with  Europe  instead  of 
America  as  the  field  of  their  activities,  the 
same  act  of  imagination  would  make  a 
Socialist  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  an  Aristoorat 
of  Mr.  Davis.  , 

The  American  Democrat  can  be  neither 
socialist  nor  aristoorat.  He  believes  that  God 
made  man  free  and  that  men  make  govern- 
ments oppressive.  He  believes  that  the 
freedom  of  the  individual;  the  recognition  of 
his  absolute  sovereignty  over  himself,  and  of 
his  absolute  lack  of  sovereignty  over  all; 
others  except  by  their  free  consent,  is  the 


divine  law  of  progress  and  justice.  He  be- 
lieves that  the  sole  purpose  of  just  govern- 
ment is  to  prevent  individuals  from  oppress- 
ing each  other,  leaving  them  "otherwise  free 
to  regulate  their  own  pursuits  of  industry 
and  improvement." 

Neither  Mr.  Davis  nor  Mr.  Lincoln  be- 
lieved  in  this  first  law  of  liberty.  Mr.  Davis 
believed  in  a  government  of  subjugation  in 
the  Unit  state;  Mr.  Lincoln  in  subjugation 
to  the  Union  state.  There  was  no  issue  of 
principle  between  them;  no  issue  at  all  ex- 
,cept  of  policy  and  temporary  convenience. 
As  they  and  the  policies  they  represented 
pass  away  the  issue  of  principle  recurs  and 
remains  between  the  sovereign  citizen  and 
governmental  absolutism. 


J   WR  I  G  HT 


Davis,  Jefferson 

Contrast  Between 
Lincoln  and  Davis 
Often  Near  Parallel 

Little  did  either  Abraham  Lincoln 
or  Jefferson  Davis  think  that  day  in 
1832  -when  they  met  at  the  block 
house  where  the  city  of  Dixon  now 
stands  and  Davis,  then  a  lieutenant 
in  the  United  States  army,  swore 
into  service  Lincoln  as  captain  of 
a  company  of  militia  to  serve  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  that  less  then  thir- 
ty years  aifter  they  would  be  again 
facing-  again  each  other  with  armies 
at  their  back  with  drawn  swords, 
each  the  head  of  a  great  section,  of 
the  nation. 

The  parallel  between  Lincoln  and 
Davis  is  a  remarkable  one.  Each 
was  born  in  Kentucky  within  a  short 
'distance  of  one  another.  Each  served 
in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  later 
Lincoln  was  president  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Davis  the 
president  of  the  Confederate  states 
of  America. 

Both  men  were  tall  and  slender, 
but  there  the  physical  resemblance 
ended,  for  while  David  was  hand- 
some of  features  and  distinguished  in 
his  bearing,  Lincoln  was  of  plain 
visage  and  was  awkward  of  presence. 

Davis  was  of  high  birth,  courtly, 
distinguished,  brillant  in  oratory. 
Lincoln  was  homely  in  his  way,  but  I 
one  who  in  debate  rang  telling  blows  J 
on  the  shield  of  his  opponent,  even 
Douglas. 

In  another  way  the  parallel  ran, 
however.  Both  were  men  of  kindly 
disposition  and  of  deep  religious  be- 
lief. This  is  not  generally  known  of 
Jefferson  Davis,  but  Mrs.  George  A. 
Pickett,  whose  husband  led  the  last 
charge  of  the  Confederates  at  Get- 
tysburg tells  many  instances  of 
Davis'  kindly  heart.  One  of  these 
is  that  when  her  little  son  was  dan- 
gerously ill,  Jefferson  Davis,  who 
frequently  came  to  see  the  boy,  knelt 
down  at  his  bedside  and  prayed  for 
J  his  recovery.  Teh  little  one,  after 
the  president  had  gone,  asked  his 
mother  why  Mr.  Davis  always  had 
such  sorrowful  eyes.  Jefferson  Davis 
was  at  worship  in  St.  Paul's  Episco- 
pal church  in  Richmond  on  two 
eventful  Sunday — the  first  when  he 
received  news  that  his  young  son 
had  been  killed,  and  the  second  time 
when  he  was  told  that  he  and  the 
Confederate  Cabinet  must  flee,  as  the 
Federals  were  about  to  enter  the 
city. 

Both  were  brave  men  physically. 
Davis  won  his  spurs  as  colonel  in 
storming  the  bishop's  palace  at  Che- : 
pultepec  in  the  Mexican  war.  Later 
he  was  secretary  of  war  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  time  the 
south  seceded  from  the  union  was 
United  States  senator  from  Mississ-, , 
ippi.  Many  are  the  stories  told  of 
Lincoln's  braveness,  both  moral  and 
physical.  Davis  was  opposed  to 
secession,  and  only  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States ; 
after  his  state  had  withdrawn  from ! 
the  union. 


Davi3,  Jefferson 


Lincoln  and  Davis  Contrast 


W.  J.  GAZETTE 

FEBRUARY  12,  1930 


Letters  to  the  State  Gazette 


TRIBUTE  1'0,iyj£QL> 

Editor  of  the  State  C^Stter 

Sir— Public  speakers  and  writers  will 
be  casting  about  lor  good  or  striking 
things  to  say  about  Abraham  Lincoln 
whose  birthday  will  be  celebrated  on 
Wednesday  (today),  but  none  of  them 
will  be  able  to  evolve  anything  to  sur- 
pass in  originality  or  comprehensive- 
ness the  saying  that  I  heard  from  the 
ips  of  an  old  Negro  when  I  was  in  St 
Vugustine,  Fla.,  a  few  years  ago. 

At  the  old  city  gate  in  that  town 
this  darkey,  who  was  formerly  a  slave 
was  selling    what   Jie    called  "luckv 


beans.  in  talking  with  him  I  sud- 
denly put  this  question:  "Say,  what  do 
you  think  of  the  proposition  to  build  a 
monument  on  which  both  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Jefferson  Davis  will  be 
standing  together?"  With  head  erect 
Are  m  his  eye  and  without  a  moment's 
hesitation,  he  flashed  out: 

"Boss,  Boss,  Ab'aham  Linkum  am  an 
empire  by  himse'f!' 

That  closed  all  argument,  and  I, sub- 
mit that  the  saying  is  worthy  to  live 
m  bronze  or  granite  on  some  monu- 
ment yet  to  be  erected  to  Lincoln. 

There  had  been  some  talk  in  the 
newspapers  at  about  the  time  this  oc- 
curred as  to  the  erection  of  a  combina- 
tion monument  to  Lincoln  and  Davis 
hence  my  question  to  flip  old  fellow. 

JAMES  S.  CLARK. 
Philadelphia.  Feb.  10.  1930. 


Davis,  Jeffei*son 
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A  LINCOLN-DAVIS  EPISODE. 

Mar  Present  ITnd"  Confederate  Chieftain 
feet- to  Before  the  War. 

H.  A.  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal 

w*i  fui Abraha^  Lmco1*  and  Jefferson  Davis 
Affairs  of  nnnpayfd„again5fc  each  othe1'  °ver  the 
roads  6  WGStern  inc"bator  rail- 

Manl         si!?? '  in  1847  as  the  R°ck 

t\  rt  al  e  railroad'  ultimately  developed 

nto  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  was 
he  first  road  to  connect  the  Great  Lakes' with 
the  Mississippi.   The  contract  for  the  first  rail 

the   Rock   Island   September   26,   1853  The 

1  Mr.  Davis,  as  secretary  of  war,  used  all  his 

to  pi  event  the  budding  of  the  bridge,  even  di- 
recting the  United  States  dLtrict  attorney  to 
seek  an  junction  to  stop  the  work.  Judge 

Son.        GVer'  refUSed  t0  grant  in! 

snfn  ofV^5  auter  the  bridge  was  °Pe"ed  one 
Aft.  I-  uaf  burned  bv  the  steamboat  Effie 
Afton,  which  drifted  on  fire  against  a  pier  The 
owners  of  the  boat  sued  the  railroad  for  ob- 

tieirCtbo!tnaVigati0n  and  CaUSing  the  ^  °f 
But  Mr.  Lincoln,  as  counsel  for  the  railroad 
company,  convinced  the  jury  that  the  bridge 
was  not  an  obstruction  to  navigation,  thus  if! 

SwiJ  a1'"'?8  ^  had  l0St  aS  a  ^oTd 
cSter  1  T  °Vfr  5e  MichiSan  Central 
charter,  and  demonstrating  for  his  first  time 

Davis  m°re  tha"  a  match  for  ^fferson 


AS  J.  W.  J.  SEES  LIFE 


LINCOLN  AND  DAVIS 

February  is  the  month  in  which  both 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  Davis  were 
born,  Davis  in  1808  and  Lincoln  in  1809.  Each 
anniversary  year,  both  are  memorialized,  the 
one  by  the  north,  the  other  by  the  south. 

Millions  of  words  have  been  written  and 
printed  about  both  men  who  were  the  final 
leaders  in  the  slavery  issue  which  had  its 
sequel  in  the  war  of  the  states.  Both  were 
born  in  Kentucky,  Lincoln  near  Hodgenville 
and  Davis  near  Fairview. 

In  due  course  of  time,  both  left  Kentucky, 
Lincoln  going  to  Indiana,  thence  to  Illinois 
where  he  established  a  home  in  Springfield. 
Davis  went  to  Louisiana  and  then  to  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  established  a  notable  estate 
and  home  which  he  named  "Beauvoir." 

The  capabilities  of  Jefferson  Davis  must  not 
be  overlooked,  including  his  splendid  qualities  l 
as  a  statesman,  because  he  chose  to  be  loyal 
to  the  people  of  his  section  of  the  country. 
In  the  case  of  irreconcilable  differences  with 
the  federal  government,  the  southern  people 
sincerely  believed  they  had  the  right  to  sepa- 
rate themselves  from  the  union  and  to  estab- 
lish a  government  of  their  own. 

Davis  was  a  graduate  from  West  Point  at 
20  years  of  age.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War  and  took  fart  in  the  battle 
of  Buena  Vista  in  the  Mexican  War  and 
fought  side  by  side  with  the  soldiers  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
'  Mississippi  legislature.  Later  he  was  a  member 
of  congress.  And  still  later,  he  became  a 
United  States  senator.  When  Franklin  Pierce 
became  President,  he  made  Davis  Secretary  of 
War  in  his  cabinet.  And  when  the  Civil  War 
came  on,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  be 
chosen  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

In  the  trips  which  Lincoln  made  on  a  flat- 
boat  to  New  Orleans,  he  got  a  first-hand 
glimpse  of  what  slavery  meant  when  slaves 
were  in  the  hands  of  cruel  and  heartless 
overseers.    And  this  is  what  he  said: 

4,I  don't  know  what  the  future  has  in  store 
for  me,  but  If  I  ever  get  a  chance  to  hit 
slavery,  I'm  going  to  hit  It  hard." 

Lincoln  had  the  genius  of  saying  wise  and 
significant  truths  in  a  very  few  words  and 
this  is  a  good  time,  amid  economic  depres- 
sions and  cure-alls,  to  reproduce  a  few  of 
them : 


•'Come  what  will,  I  will  keep  my  faith  and 
promises  with  friend  and  foe. 

"I  have  but  one  vote  and  I  shall  always  cast 
that  against  wrong  as  long  as  I  live. 

"Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might 
and  in  that  faith,  let  us  to  the  end  dare  to  do 
our  duty  as  we  understand  it. 

"For  thirty  years  I  have  been  a  temperance 
man  because  I  believe  that  temperance  Is 
right.  I  see  no  reason  for  making  any  change 
now. 

"I  appeal  to  the  people  and  not  to  the 
politicians,  office  seekers  or  Presidents:  shall 
the  union  and  the  liberties  of  the  country  be 
preserved  to  the  last  generation? 

"Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor,  Is  desirable 
and  a  positive  good.  That  some  may  become 
rich  proves  that  others  may  do  likewise.  Let 
not  him  who  Is  homeless  pull  down  the  house 
of  another  but  let  him  work  diligently  and 
build  one  for  himself,  thus  assuring  by 
example  that  his  own  home  may  be  safe  from 
violence  when  built.""     ;.    ii  a,\  )A^.'  f/ 


